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Words Their Wayâ€™s developmentally-driven, hands-on instructional approach has been a

phenomenon in word study, providing a practical way to study words with students.Â  The keys to

this research-based approach are to know your studentsâ€™ literacy progress, organize for

instruction, and implement word study.Â  This streamlined book and the DVD and CD-ROM that

accompany it gives you all the tools you need to carry out word study instruction that will motivate

and engage your students, and help them to succeed in literacy learning.Â  Ordered in a

developmental format, Words Their Way complements the use of any existing phonics, spelling, and

vocabulary curricula. Â  Knowing Your Students   Streamlined Chapter 2 provides step by step

guidelines for assessing students.  Words Their Way Word Study Resources CD: Assessment

Planning and Additional Interactive Word Sorts contains computerized assessments to gauge

studentsâ€™ developmental levels.  Word Study with English Learner sections in each chapter help

you organize and adapt instruction to meet the needs of students whose first language is not

English.    Organizing for Instruction  Words Their Way DVD Tutorial: Planning for Word Study in

K-8 Classrooms reinforces and illustrates classroom organization and management, as outlined in

Chapter 3.  Word Study Routines and Management sections in every chapter give you practical

guidance on managing and implementing word study in your classroom.  Tech Notes throughout

chapters pinpoint opportunities for you to use the DVD and CD-ROM to prepare for instruction.  

Implementing Word Study  Classroom-proven, research-driven activities end each developmental

chapter, giving you the instructional practices to get your word study instruction up and running

immediately.  Words Their Way Word Study Resources CD: Assessment Planning and Additional

Interactive Word Sorts provides more than just assessments.Â  Youâ€™ll also find hundreds of

additional word and picture sorts, games and templates, and an interactive Create Your Own

section.  The Appendix at the back of the book contains a comprehensive bank of word lists, word

sorts, picture sorts, games and templates.  "This book would be very useful for both university

reading courses and classroom teachers.Â  I use Words Their Way both in my first grade classroom

and with college students as a way to implement word study".--Kristi McNeal, CSU Fresno   "The

theory behind and practice for word sorts allows even the novice teacher to understand how to use

the assessments to organize instruction.Â  The organization of the last five chapters creates a

useful resource for teachers.Â  Each begins with a research-based description and moves into

sound instructional practices, giving the teacher a complete understanding of how to meet the

needs of students."--Cathy Blanchfield, CSU FresnoÂ  Â 
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My children attended a public school where this program was used. When I brought them home due

to their various LDs/allergies, I balked at the $40 price tag of this book and opted for the less

expensive Spectrum Spelling books for their grade level. I found those to be rather annoying

because often my children already knew the words. And the ones they didn't know, they would spell

correctly on the tests, but they didn't necessarily continue to spell the words correctly in their writing.

Mid-way through the year I abandoned the Spectrum books and purchased this one.My favorite

thing about this approach is how the kids really think about and interact with the words. It is a

disciplined program, I require my kids to do a word sort and an activity in their spelling journals

every day -- their choice. However, this typically takes less than 10 minutes a day.The other thing I

do is pretest the kids every week to find out which words they need to study. If they already know a

spelling pattern, then I don't give it to them and move on to the next one. Sometimes I pull

misspelled words out of their writing, and then find the pattern that applies and give them those

words for the week.I will say, that for most homeschoolers, this book is pretty heavy on the theory,

and the "how-to" is mixed up with the theory so it may take more work up front to start the program if

you are unfamiliar with the idea of spelling notebooks and word activities. But it is quite fascinating,

and will give you a new appreciation for a young child's emerging spelling skills, as well as concrete

strategies for helping older students with more complex words.As for content, the book covers

spelling from pre-K through at least middle school, perhaps early high school.
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